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All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.

Approach Used in the
2019-28 Enrollment Projections
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Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections

Key Takeaways

The approach APS used to develop 2019-28 enrollment projections
reflects the following:
• Continued collaboration with the County on housing and births forecasts
• Changes to the Options and Transfers policy
• New elementary and middle school attendance zones beginning in 2019-20
• Updated methodology that incorporates all policy and boundary changes to
date
• Greater internal review and assistance from consultant

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.
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Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections

Timeline of Process

The projections were developed from May 2018 through January 2019, and were informed by County data,
School Board action, several APS departments and advisory groups, an outside consultant and others.
Milestones

Timeframe

Internal Staff Assessment of Projection Methodology

May to early August 2018

Projections Internal Review Committee, Meeting #1

Monday, August 13, 2018

Receive data from Arlington County Government

Last week, September 2018

Receive September 30, 2018 enrollment

First week, October 2018

Draft 2019-20 One-Year Projected Enrollment to Finance

November 9, 2018

Projections Internal Review Committee, Meeting #2

November 20, 2018

Projections Preview for FAC and BAC members and other parents

November 27, 2018

School Board Adopts Elementary Boundaries

December 6, 2018

Produce Draft Elementary Projections with Updated Boundaries

January 24, 2019

Source: Annual APS Enrollment
Projections Report (January 2019),
https://www.apsva.us/statistics/e
nrollment-projections/.

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.
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Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections
Methodological Improvements

New Approach
Cooperation with Arlington County Government (ACG) on assumptions for
future county-wide births used to project anticipated kindergarten students

Updated Approach Applies as of:
Fall 2017 Projections

Fall 2018 Projections

✔

✔

Allocation of future kindergarten students at neighborhood schools based
on historical 3-year average of where kindergarten students reside

✔

Distribution of future kindergarten students at option schools based on
maximum class size1

✔

Use of a projection approach for neighborhood schools impacted by
boundary adjustments at the elementary and middle school levels that relies
on trends of where students reside (rather than where they are enrolled)

✔

Cooperation with County on the affordability2 of forecasted housing, in
addition to the timing and number of units provided since Fall 2017

✔

The exception is the Montessori Program at Henry which assumes the incoming kindergarten class will be the same size as the exiting 5th grade cohort to keep the
enrollment fixed at 335 K-5 students per projection year.
2 The committed affordable unit (CAF) status of future construction is new information provided by ACG as of Fall 2018.
1

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.

5

Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections
Methodological Improvements

New Approach

Updated Approach Applies as of:
Fall 2017 Projections

Fall 2018 Projections

Student generation rates calculated for the mixed-income category of housing

✔

Assumption that the number of students generated from new housing is
cumulative, year after year, for each incoming class in grades K, 6th and 9th

✔

Use of a static Cohort Transition Rate (CTR)3 per school based on the historical
trends for all projection years

✔

Use of different CTR for elementary schools:

• CTR based on resident students for schools impacted by boundary adjustments
• 2-year CTR for neighborhood schools impacted by Discovery boundary process

• 3-year weighted CTR for all other neighborhood schools
• 3-year weighted or 1.0 CTR for option schools

✔

3 The cohort transition rate uses historic enrollment data to identify trends (of growth or loss) over time. A cohort transition rate greater than 1.0 indicates the percentage of
cohort growth, and a value less than 1.0 indicates the percentage of cohort loss enrollment. The cohort transition rate is impacted by such factors as students moving in or
out of a neighborhood or the County, APS student transfers, and other external forces affecting migration.

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
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Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections

Methodological Improvements
New Approach

Updated Approach Applies as of:
Fall 2017 Projections

Fall 2018 Projections

CTRs for middle school based on a 3-year average for students by place of residence

CTRs for high school based on a 2-year average for students by attending school

✔
✔

At the secondary level (middle and high school), each option-school enrollment
is based on one of the following assumptions:
• Its’ enrollment is static as of Sept. 30, 2018;
• The incoming grade cohort is static as of Sept. 30, 2018, and a 3-year CTR is
used to project subsequent grade enrollment; or
• Each incoming class is an equal proportion of the total possible enrollment
with a CTR of 1.0

✔

For elementary schools impacted by boundary adjustments for 2019-20, a
grandfathering assumption was made for rising 5th graders in 2019-204

✔

See https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Recommendation-6-1A-Grandfathering-Scenarios.pdf for assumptions used. Assumptions about grandfathered siblings will
be included in the Spring Update to the Fall 2019 Projections.
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Approach Used: 2019-28 Enrollment Projections

Data Used in Projections
Data Source

Description

Provided by
APS

Provided by
County

September 30th Official
Count

• Source for base enrollment
• Used with prior Official Counts to produce trend information

Master Housing Unit
Database (MHUD)

• Yearly snapshot of all housing by type
• Used with Official Count information to produce Student
Generation Rates

✔

Forecasted Housing Units

• Forecast of future housing by type in the next 10-years
• Will designate likely affordable units starting in Fall 201

✔

Actual Births

• Used to estimate future kindergarteners five-years later

Forecasted Births

• Used to estimate future kindergarteners five-years later

✔

✔
✔

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.
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2019-28 Enrollment Projections
Overview
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Fall 2018 10-Year Enrollment Projections
K-12 Comparison of Projections in Fall 2017 and 2018

APS enrollment will continue growing and is expected to increase by 24% by 2028
Two Years of Grade K-12 Projections: Fall 2017 and Fall 2018
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• Sept 30, 2018 Enrollment,
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Fall 2018 10-Year Enrollment Projections

Elementary School Comparison of Projections in Fall 2017 and 2018

At the elementary level, enrollment growth is expected to be 21%, which is higher than
last year’s projection (just over 1,000 more students)
Two Years of Grade K-5 Projections: Fall 2017 and Fall 2018
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Fall 2018 10-Year Enrollment Projections

Middle School Comparison of Projections in Fall 2017 and 2018
At the middle school level, enrollment growth is expected to be 19%, which
is slightly lower than last year’s projection
Two Years of Grade 6-8 Projections: Fall 2017 and Fall 2018
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Fall 2018 10-Year Enrollment Projections

High School Comparison of Projections in Fall 2017 and 2018

At the High School level, enrollment growth is expected to be 35%, which is slightly
lower than last year’s projection
Two Years of Grade 9-12 Projections: Fall 2017 and Fall 2018
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All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
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Fall 2018 10-Year Enrollment Projections

2018 through 2028

Change in Projected K-12 Enrollment from 2018 to 2028
2018 to 2028
School Level
Elementary
Middle
High
Total

2018
Actual
13,258
5,950
7,181
26,389

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028

13,428
6,193
7,527
27,148

13,565
6,532
7,818
27,915

13,746
6,628
8,297
28,671

14,072
6,609
8,741
29,422

14,354
6,697
8,996
30,047

14,600
6,854
9,310
30,764

14,926
6,989
9,366
31,281

15,299
7,002
9,478
31,779

15,684
6,995
9,613
32,292

16,036
7,103
9,715
32,854

Change Percent Change
2,778
1,153
2,534
6,465

21%
19%
35%
24%

Note
• Numbers in “2018” (green) column, represent Sept. 30, 2018 K-12 enrollment. Please see https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Sept-30-Membership-2018-19.pdf.
• Numbers in “2018 to 2028” (yellow) columns, represent the change of enrollment from Sept. 30, 2018 to Sept. 30, 2028.
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Questions?

All Arlington Public Schools (APS) budget and operations decisions are based on the best information available at the time. Staff and community members are reminded that funding forecasts from Arlington County and
the state may change, based on many external factors. Similarly, student enrollment and projections are based on the best available information, but are also subject to change due to employment, housing and other
economic factors. For these reasons, APS and the Arlington School Board may adjust future budget allocations, staffing and other operations decisions to reflect the existing community and operating landscape.
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